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December 13,Z017

Hon. Ajit Pai
Chairman
Federal Communica tions Commission
445 12", Sreer SW,
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Dear Chairman pai: 
Federaloommurricf;fffi,f,tln**

On behalf of the Flusrto Rico Telecommunictstions Regulatory Board(pRTRB), I want to thank you for the time you spent in puerto Rico thispast November and for your cordial visit 
-w,th 'me -and 

other lndustrymernbers,

As you know, on september 2o, 2a17, acategory 5 hurricane named Mariahit Puerto Rico, passrng diagonally througrr ilre tsland on a SoutheastNnrthwest trajectory. The imlract of tne storm was ;stana wide, resurtingin9]% damage as of September 24,2012 to the priuar* t.tecommunicationinfrastruclure, mosfly antennas und fib*. anecting th* cor*rn*ent, Retair,Banks, Pharmaceuticar, Devrropers, Food, rrinsporiation and otherbusinesses. rt arso resurted in the interruption oi !r* internar pubricccmmunications of th* puerto Rico power Authority, the police
Department, the ports Authority and severar *rni"ipafitias, entities thatare first responders in an 

",.*rg"n.y scenario. As of today, the privatetelecommunicatinns damages aie estimated to be more than one pointfive billion dollars. Eighty prus deys after the storm, g2% afthe ceil sitesare operational.

After a carefur evaruation of the impact on Hurricane Maria ontalecommunications, we have concruded that it is necessary for puerto
Rico to have a more resilient and redundant telEcommunications service,thal is driven by different kinds of technorogy such as wireline (fiber,copper), wireless, satellite, microwave and temporary (cells on wheels,ground cr airborne), ns weil as undergrouno' itoncr,ing) and aeriarinfrastructure. lt is particularly important to take into cansideration thefact that Puerto Rico is an island, with a central mountain system, that isexposed to year-round heat, humidity and yearry hurricane seasons, aswell as storm surges rn the coastar areas, with the effect that has intelecommunications. sorne remote communities in the mountainousreEions of the isrand rnay be rcst in the massive isrond-wide effort to getinfrastructure restored due to monetary considerations. There arecomrnunities across the island, especially in tne *o*t*;n that may be the
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last communities
support becar.lse
areas.

to receive assistance, and some rnay never recaiveof the need to target scarc€ funds io *or" populous

Also' Puerto Rico confronts p00r terecommunications and broadbandpenetration rate, rn comparison to marnland USa,li,n'"llenging economicsituation, and a signrficantrrl;;;; per capita income than any state in theUnrted States, includrng $:e ro*eit-u.S. State, Mississippi.

Fsr those reasons, pu.erto Rico is particurarty deserving of a new high-costsupport mechanism that provides significani in.*tl"ei to further networkbuild-out, which is very Irp"*ir*'in puerto n.o, ri*irrr to the specifichigh-cost funding mechanisms for other rurar" *nJ nigr,-cost areas,available for the tribal tanas anJ a[sta. reOeratluool" funds, inctudingthe generous advances of federar universar r;r;d;;;pport funds youhave made available, may;;; enough to enabre these smarercommunities to reconnect and receive a broadbanJ rnrrurtructure that isvital for their advancem€nt in lhe coming O*"rU*rl *nO ,o attend to thelsland's infrastructure challeng"u.'"

I suggest it may be provrdentiarto begin a discussion to herp puerto Rico;but, as you fury rearize, r 
"u*ut "*n begin to tnir[ anout herping thelsland without vour help ,no r*iJursrrtp. pleas* ;;;;;*, this letter aninvitation to begin a diarogue uetween our staffs, where wa can worktogether to find a sorutiJn r*-*"ov rurar rernote ireas hit by thedevastating two-punch hurrican* ouJ: rrma and r.r"ii". r ivoulo be preasedif we could address this topic aftil;; new year with a visit ro your offrcesin Washington, D.C. in ",rnl"ry. 

"-' '"-

Together, r am confident that puerto Rico wirr return ta being a vitar hubfor the United States in tha Cari[Uean Region.

Thank you in advance for your consideration for this request.
.Sincerely,

@r.
-**&ffrrwaman pRTRB

c; Hon. Ricardo fioselld Nevdrez
Oovernor of puerto Rico

Associare Members af pRTRB

Roberto H. Todd {parada 1g- santurce} $an Juan, pR 00907-394L
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